DTG 091135Z JUL 02

FROM:  CDRPERSCOM//TAPC-PDO-PA//

TO:  COMCFLCC DOHA KUWAIT KU//C1//

        COMUSARCENT-CDRTHIRD FT MCPHERSON GA//AFRD-PA//

INFO:  USCINCENT MACDILL AFB FL//CCJ1-MPSA//

            AIG 7403

            AIG 7406

SUBJECT:  CLARIFICATION OF PURPLE HEART CRITERIA--CORRECTED COPY

A. AR 600-8-22 MILITARY AWARDS, DATED 25 FEBRUARY 1995.

1. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO CLARIFY THE INTENT AND CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF THE PURPLE HEART (PH) AS OUTLINED IN PARA 2-8, REF A.

2.  WHILE CLEARLY AN INDIVIDUAL DECORATION, THE PURPLE HEART DIFFERS FROM ALL OTHER DECORATIONS IN THAT AN INDIVIDUAL IS NOT "RECOMMENDED" FOR THE DECORATION; RATHER HE OR SHE IS ENTITLED TO IT UPON MEETING SPECIFIC CRITERIA.  SINCE 22 FEBRUARY 1932, AS AMENDED BY VARIOUS LAWS AND EXECUTIVES ORDERS, THE PH MAY ONLY BE AWARDED FOR WOUNDS, INJURIES, OR DEATH SUFFERED AFTER 5 APRIL 1917, BY ANY PERSON SERVING WITH THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

A.  IN ANY ACTION AGAINST AN ENEMY OF THE UNITED STATES.

B.  IN ANY ACTION WITH AN OPPOSING ARMED FORCES OF A FOREIGN COUNTY IN WHICH THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES ARE OR HAVE BEEN ENGAGED.

C.  WHILE SERVING WITH FRIENDLY FOREIGN FORCES ENGAGED IN AN ARMED 

CONFLICT AGAINST AN OPPOSING ARMED FORCE IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES IS NOT A BELLIGERENT PARTY.

D. AS THE RESULT OF ANY ACT BY ANY HOSTILE FOREIGN FORCE.

E.  WHILE SERVING OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES AFTER 28 MARCH 1973, AS PART OF A PEACEKEEPING FORCE.

F.  IF WOUNDED OR KILLED AFTER 28 MARCH 1973, AS A RESULT OF 

INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST ATTACK AGAINST THE UNITED STATES OR A FOREIGN NATION FRIENDLY TO THE UNITED STATES.

3. WHEN CONTEMPLATING AN AWARD OF THIS DECORATION, THE KEY ISSUE THAT COMMANDERS MUST TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION IS THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE ENEMY CAUSED THE INJURY.  THE FACT THAT THE PROPOSED RECIPIENT WAS PARTICIPATING IN DIRECT, OR INDIRECT, COMBAT OPERATIONS IS A NECESSARY PREREQUISITE, BUT IS NOT A SOLE JUSTIFICATION FOR AWARD.

A. EXAMPLES OF ENEMY-RELATED INJURIES WHICH CLEARLY JUSTIFY AWARD OF THE PURPLE HEART ARE:

(1) STRUCK BY ENEMY BULLET, SHRAPNEL, OR OTHER PROJECTILE CREATED BY ENEMY ACTION.

(2) INJURY CAUSED BY ENEMY PLACED MINE OR TRAP.

(3) INJURED BY ENEMY RELEASED CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL OR NUCLEAR AGENT.

(4) INJURY AS A RESULT OF VEHICLE OR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT CAUSED BY 

ENEMY FIRE.

(5) CONCUSSION INJURIES CAUSED AS A RESULT OF ENEMY GENERATED 

EXPLOSIONS.

B. INJURIES OR WOUNDS WHICH CLEARLY DO NOT QUALIFY FOR AWARD OF THE PURPLE HEART ARE:

(1) FROSTBITE OR TRENCH FOOT INJURIES.

(2) HEAT STROKE.

(3) FOOD POISONING NOT CAUSED BY ENEMY AGENTS.

(4) CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, OR NUCLEAR AGENTS NOT RELEASED BY THE 

ENEMY.

(5) BATTLE FATIGUE.

(6) DISEASE NOT DIRECTLY CAUSED BY ENEMY AGENTS.

(7) ANXIETY REACTIONS.

(8) ACCIDENTS, TO INCLUDE EXPLOSIVE, AIRCRAFT, VEHICULAR, AND OTHER 

ACCIDENTAL WOUNDINGS NOT RELATED TO OR CAUSED BY ENEMY ACTION.

(9) SELF-INFLICTED WOUNDS.

(10) POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDERS.

(11) JUMP INJURIES NOT CAUSED BY ENEMY ACTION.

4.  IT IS NOT INTENDED THAT SUCH A STRICT INTERPRETATION OF THE 

REQUIREMENT FOR THE WOUND OR INJURY TO BE CAUSED BY DIRECT RESULT OF HOSTILE ACTION BE TAKEN THAT IT WOULD PRECLUDE THE AWARD BEING MADE TO DESERVING PERSONNEL. COMMANDERS MUST ALSO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING AN INJURY, EVEN IF IT APPEARS TO MEET THE CRITERIA. NOTE THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES:

A.  IN A CASE SUCH AS AN INDIVIDUAL INJURED WHILE MAKING A PARACHUTE LANDING FROM AN AIRCRAFT THAT HAD BEEN BROUGHT DOWN BY ENEMY FIRE; OR, AN INDIVIDUAL INJURED AS A RESULT OF A VEHICLE ACCIDENT CAUSED BY ENEMY FIRE, THE DECISION WILL BE MADE IN FAVOR OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE AWARD WILL BE MADE.

B.  INDIVIDUALS INJURED AS A RESULT OF THEIR OWN NEGLIGENCE; FOR 

EXAMPLE, DRIVING OR WALKING THROUGH AN UNAUTHORIZED AREA KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN MINED OR PLACED OFF LIMITS OR SEARCHING FOR OR PICKING UP UNEXPLODED MUNITIONS AS WAR SOUVENIRS, WILL NOT BE AWARDED THE PURPLE HEART AS THEY CLEARLY WERE NOT INJURED AS A RESULT OF ENEMY ACTION, BUT RATHER BY THEIR OWN NEGLIGENCE.

5.  PER PUBLIC LAW 103-160, 30 NOV 93 (CODIFIED IN 10 USC 1129), 

THE PH MAY BE AWARDED TO MEMBERS WOUNDED OR KILLED IN ACTION BY 

FRIENDLY FIRE.  THAT IS, MEMBERS KILLED OR WOUNDED IN ACTION BY 

FRIENDLY FIRE SHALL BE TREATED IN THE SAME MANNER AS A MEMBER WHO IS KILLED OR WOUNDED IN ACTION AS THE RESULT OF AN ACT OF AN ENEMY OF THE UNITED STATES.

A.  THIS PROVISION APPLIES TO ANY MEMBER WHO IS KILLED OR WOUNDED IN ACTION BY WEAPON FIRE WHILE DIRECTLY ENGAGED IN ARMED CONFLICT, OTHER THAN AS THE RESULT OF AN ACT OF AN ENEMY OF THE UNITED STATES, UNLESS (IN THE CASE OF A WOUND) THE WOUND IS THE RESULT OF WILLFUL MISCONDUCT OF THE MEMBER.

B.  THIS PROVISION IS RETROACTIVE TO 7 DECEMBER 1941.

6.  A WOUND IS DEFINED AS AN INJURY TO ANY PART OF THE BODY FROM AN 

OUTSIDE FORCE OR AGENT SUSTAINED UNDER ONE OR MORE OF THE CONDITIONS LISTED IN PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE.  A PHYSICAL LESION IS NOT REQUIRED, HOWEVER, THE WOUND FOR WHICH THE AWARD IS MADE MUST HAVE REQUIRED TREATMENT BY A MEDICAL OFFICER AND RECORDS OF 

MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR WOUNDS OR INJURIES RECEIVED IN ACTION MUST HAVE BEEN MADE A MATTER OF OFFICIAL RECORD.  

7.  REQUESTS THAT CANNOT BE DETERMINED BY COMCFLCC OR OTHER 

PH AWARD APPROVAL AUTHORITIES WILL BE FORWARDED TO HQ, PERSCOM 

(TAPC-PDO-PA) FOR DETERMINATION.  IN SUCH CASES, DETAILED 

CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE INJURY/WOUND WILL BE FORWARDED WITH THE REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION.

8.  PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE IN THIS MESSAGE RITERIA IS PASSED TO ALL COMMANDERS WHO HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED PH AWARD APPROVAL AUTHORITY.

9. POC FOR THIS MESSAGE IS ARLETTE KING AT COMM (703) 325-9171, DSN 

221-9171

.
