DTG 161134Z APR 03
FROM: CDRPERSCOM ALEXANDRIA VA//TAPC-PDO-PA

TO:  COMCFLCC DOHA KUWAIT KU//C1//

INFO:  COMUSARCENT-CDRUSATHIRD FT MCPHERSON GA//AFRD-PA//

            CDRFORSCOM FT MCPHERSON GA//AFAG-PSS-S//

            AIG 7406

            AIG 7403

            ARSTAF

UNCLASSIFIED

SUBJECT:  WARTIME VERSUS PEACETIME SERVICE AWARDS FOR WARTIME THEATER

A.  AR 600-8-22, Military Awards, dated 25 February 1995.

B.  HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA) Message, subj:  Delegation of Wartime Awards Approval Authority for Operations in Iraq, DTG 271911Z Mar 03

C.  HQ, CFLCC Message, subj:  Delegation of Wartime Awards Approval Authority-Operation Iraqi Freedom, DTG 031122Z Apr 03.

1.  The purpose of this message is to provide guidance on awards to be processed for soldiers serving normal tours in Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia.  These countries are three of the nine countries that make up the area of operation for the purposes of wartime awards (see Para 2 of ref c).  

2.  Peacetime service awards (e.g., Meritorious Service Medal (MSM) and Army Achievement Medal (AAM)) are not awarded in a wartime theater once wartime conditions commence.  However, there have been several questions concerning end-of tour (ETS)/permanent change of station (PCS) and retirement awards for soldiers serving routine tours in these areas. The questions center on whether a soldier may be awarded both an ETS/PCS service award and a wartime service or achievement award for their service in Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  In view of this question, the following guidelines are provided:

    a.  Soldiers who ETS/PCS and retire from these countries may be considered for peacetime awards.  These awards will be processed and approved through the soldier’s normal chain of command.  These awards will not be processed through the wartime chain of command (Coalition Land Forces Component Command (CFLCC)).

    b.  If the soldier, due to ETS/PCS, retire was actively engaged with the war in the theater, then they can be recommended for a wartime achievement award if the commander deems their actions to warrant an award.  The recommendation for the wartime award will be forwarded through the chain of command to CFLCC or the approval authority delegated by CFLCC.

    c.  The rules pertaining to duplicate recognition (Para 1-18, ref a) still apply.  Therefore, commanders are warned that they should not automatically award their soldiers both a wartime and a peacetime award, especially when the soldier’s actions do not warrant both awards.  

3.  Points of contact for this message at HQ, PERSCOM are Mrs. King and SSG Mizner at Comm 703 325-4761/9171, DSN 221-4761/9171 and point of contact at ARCENT is Mr. Ricky Allen at Comm 404 464-4146, DSN 367-4146. 

