
DTG 281920 JUN 04

FROM: DMS MILITARY AWARDS BR(uc)

TO:  HQ USA NATO SHAPE(uc)

        ARCENT G1 DAC(uc)

INFO:

USCENTCOM CCJ1(mc)

AIG 7403

AIG 7406

UNCLASSIFIED

SUBJECT:  DELEGATION OF WARTIME APPROVAL AUTHORITY-U.S. ARMY NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION (USANATO)

1.  THE COMMANDER, U.S. ARMY NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION (USANATO) IS DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL (BSM) AND ALL LESSER DECORATIONS TO ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED USANATO SOLDIERS DEPLOYED TO AFGHANISTAN IN SUPPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE FORCE.  THIS AUTHORITY WILL NOT BE FURTHER DELEGATED.

2.  AWARDS OF THE PURPLE HEART (PH) TO USANATO SOLDIERS WHO ARE WOUNDED AS THE DIRECT RESULT OF ENEMY ACTION WILL BE CONSIDERED IAW PARAGRAPH 2-8, AR 600-8-22.  REQUESTS FOR EXCEPTION TO POLICY FOR AWARD OF THE PH WILL BE FORWARDED TO USA HRC (AHRC-PDO-PA) FOR DECISION.  

3.  ALL WARTIME AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS HIGHER THAN THE BSM (TO INCLUDE LEGION OF MERIT) WILL BE FORWARDED TO USA HRC FOR FURTHER PROCESSING. 

4.  THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL AND ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL ARE PEACETIME AWARDS AND WILL NOT BE AWARDED FOR SERVICE IN THE THEATER OF OPERATIONS.

5.  TO PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF THE ARMY AWARDS PROGRAM AND TO ENSURE MEANINGFUL RECOGNITION FOR TRULY DESERVING SOLDIERS, SPECIAL CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED SO THAT MILITARY DECORATIONS FOR MERITORIOUS AND VALOROUS ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE ARE ONLY APPROVED FOR THOSE SOLDIERS WHO TRULY DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES FROM AMONG THEIR COMRADES BY EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE IN COMBAT OR IN SUPPORT OF COMBAT OPERATIONS.

6.  AWARDS PRESENTED IN RECOGNITION OF SERVICE FOR VALOR AND ACHIEVEMENT MUST BE ACCURATELY RECORDED SO THAT DATA MAY BE CAPTURED FOR HISTORICAL AND POLICY EVALUATION PURPOSES.  THE NUMBER OF DECORATIONS AWARDED WILL BE INCLUDED IN A MONTHLY REPORT INDICATING AWARDS PRESENTED BY CATEGORY (VALOR, SERVICE, OR ACHIEVEMENT) AND BY COMPONENT (ACTIVE, RESERVE, AND NATIONAL GUARD).  ALSO A BY-NAME ALPHABETICAL LISTING OF ALL VALOR AWARDS SHOULD BE INCLUDED.  THE INITIAL REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED BY 15 AUG 04, COVERING THE PERIOD 1 JULY 04 THROUGH 31 JULY 04, AND WILL BE SUBMITTED MONTHLY THEREAFTER NLT THE 15TH OF THE FOLLOWING MONTH.  THE REPORT SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE THE NUMBER OF PURPLE HEARTS AWARDED IN CONNECTION WITH THE OPERATION.  REPORTS WILL BE FORWARDING TO USA HRC (AWARDS@HOFFMAN.ARMY.MIL). 

7.  THE AUTHORITY TO AWARD WARTIME AWARDS WILL BE REVIEWED REGULARLY AS THE TACTICAL SITUATION DICTATES AND AUTOMATICALLY TERMINATES 180 DAYS AFTER COMPLETION OF COMBAT OPERATIONS.  FURTHER DELEGATION WILL BE AUTHORIZED IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE ARMY LEADERSHIP.  

8.  A FOLLOW-ON MESSAGE WILL PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS ON AUTHORIZED CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT.

9.  UNIT AWARD APPROVAL AUTHORITY HAS NOT BEEN DELEGATED, THEREFORE, UNIT AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE FORWARDED TO USA HRC FOR FURTHER PROCESSING.

10.  WARTIME AWARD WILL NOT BE MADE TO A MEMBER OF ANOTHER MILITARY SERVICE WITHOUT CONCURRENCE FROM THE MILITARY DEPARTMENT CONCERNED.  THE NECESSARY CONCURRENCES WILL BE REQUESTED BY FORWARDING THE RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD DIRECTLY TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF THAT SERVICE.

11.  IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE GWOTEM AND GWOTSM CAN BE FOUND IN HQDA MESSAGE DTG 17 MAR 04.

12.  THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.

13.  FOR CLARIFICATION OF GUIDANCE PROVIDED CONTACT THE MILITARY AWARDS BRANCH AT AWARDS@HOFFMAN.ARMY.MIL OR DSN 221-8700, COMM (703) 325-8700761/9171.  
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