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DTG 150824Z OCT 03
FROM: CDRPERSCOM ALEXANDRIA VA//TAPC-PDO-PA
TO:  COMCFLCC DOHA KUWAIT KU//C1//
INFO:  COMUSARCENT-CDRUSATHIRD FT MCPHERSON GA//AFRD-PA//
            CDRFORSCOM FT MCPHERSON GA//AFAG-PSS-S//
            AIG 7406
            AIG 7403
            ARSTAF
UNCLASSIFIED
SUBJECT:  CLARIFICATION OF CRITERIA FOR AWARD OF THE COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE (CMB) 
A.  AR 600-8-22, MILITARY AWARDS, DATED 25 FEBRUARY 1995.
B.  HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA) MESSAGE, SUBJ:  AWARD OF THE COMBAT INFANTRYMAN BADGE (CIB) AND COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE (CMB) ---OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM, DTG 1105001ZMAR 02
C.  HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA) MESSAGE, SUBJ:  DELEGATION OF WARTIME APPROVAL AUTHORITY-OPERATIONS IN IRAQ, DTG 271911MAR03
D.  HQ, CFLCC MESSAGE, SUBJ:  DELEGATION OF WARTIME AWARDS APPROVAL AUTHORITY-OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM, DTG 031122Z APR 03.
1.  IT HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION THAT THE COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE (CMB) IS BEING AWARDED TO INDIVIDUALS WHO DO NOT MEET THE CRITERIA AS OUTLINED IN REF A.  THEREFORE, THIS MESSAGE IS TO CLARIFY THE ELIGIBILITY CRITIERIA FOR AWARD OF THE BADGE.
2.  THE CMB CRITERIA PARALLELS THAT OF THE CIB IN THAT THE FIELD 

MEDIC WHO ACCOMPANIES THE INFANTRYMAN INTO BATTLE AND SHARES WITH HIM THE EXPERIENCES UNIQUE TO THE INFANTRY IN ACTIVE GROUND COMBAT QUALIFIES FOR THE CMB.  CRITERIA FOR THE CMB IS OUTLINED IN PARA 8-7, REF A.  THE WEBSITE TO RETRIEVE AR 600-8-22 IS PROVIDED IN PARA 2 ABOVE.

THE CMB CRITERIA PARALLELS THAT OF THE CIB IN THAT THE FIELD 

MEDIC WHO ACCOMPANIES THE INFANTRYMAN INTO BATTLE AND SHARES WITH HIM THE EXPERIENCES UNIQUE TO THE INFANTRY IN ACTIVE GROUND COMBAT QUALIFIES FOR THE CMB.  CRITERIA FOR THE CMB IS OUTLINED IN PARA 8-7, REF A.  THE WEBSITE TO RETRIEVE AR 600-8-22 IS PROVIDED IN PARA 2 ABOVE.

THE CMB WAS CREATED AS A "COMPANION" BADGE TO THE CIB WITH CRITERIA FOR ITS AWARD INTENDED TO PARALLEL THAT OF THE CIB.  IT WAS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE RECOGNITION TO THE FIELD MEDIC WHO ACCOMPANIES THE INFANTRYMAN INTO BATTLE AND SHARES WITH HIM THE EXPERIENCES UNIQUE TO THE INFANTRY IN COMBAT.  THERE WAS NEVER ANY INTENTION TO AWARD THE CMB TO ALL MEDICAL PERSONNEL WHO SERVE IN A COMBAT ZONE OR IMMINENT DANGER AREA, THAT IS, A DIVISION-LEVEL MEDICAL COMPANY SUPPORTING A MANEUVER BRIGADE.

3.  MEDICAL PERSONNEL SERVING IN DIVISION-LEVEL MEDICAL COMPANIES, GROUND AMBULANCE AND MEDICAL CLEARING COMPANIES, MOBILE-ARMY SURGICAL HOSPITAL (MASH), COMBAT-SUPPORT HOSPITAL (CSH), AND FIELD HOSPITALS, AND AEROMEDICAL EVACUATION UNITS ARE NOT, REPEAT, ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THE CMB.   ALSO INCLUDES SOLDIERS ATTACHED TO BRIGADE COMBAT TEAMS.
4.  SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. 

(1) THE FOLLOWING MEDICAL PERSONNEL, ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED BY APPROPRIATE ORDERS TO AN INFANTRY UNIT OF BRIGADE, REGIMENTAL, OR SMALLER SIZE, OR TO A MEDICAL UNIT OF COMPANY OR SMALLER SIZE, ORGANIC TO AN INFANTRY UNIT OF BRIGADE OR SMALLER SIZE, DURING ANY PERIOD THE INFANTRY UNIT IS ENGAGED IN ACTUAL GROUND COMBAT, ARE ELIGIBLE FOR AWARD OF THE CMB, PROVIDED THEY ARE PERSONALLY PRESENT AND UNDER FIRE DURING SUCH GROUND COMBAT:

(A) SUBSEQUENT TO 6 DECEMBER 1941--ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT (COLONELS AND BELOW), THE NAVY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT (CAPTAINS AND BELOW), THE AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE (COLONELS AND BELOW), ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED TO THE ARMY, WHO HAVE SATISFACTORILY PERFORMED MEDICAL DUTIES.

(B) SUBSEQUENT TO 19 DECEMBER 1989--SPECIAL FORCES PERSONNEL POSSESSING MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY 18D (SPECIAL OPERATIONS MEDICAL SERGEANT) WHO SATISFACTORILY PERFORMED MEDICAL DUTIES WHILE ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED TO A SPECIAL FORCES UNIT DURING ANY PERIOD THE UNIT IS ENGAGED IN ACTUAL GROUND COMBAT, PROVIDED THEY ARE PERSONALLY PRESENT AND UNDER FIRE. RETROACTIVE AWARDS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED.

(C) SUBSEQUENT TO 16 JANUARY 1991--PERSONNEL OUTLINED IN  (A) ABOVE, ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED TO ARMOR AND GROUND CAVALRY UNITS OF BRIGADE OR SMALLER SIZE, WHO SATISFACTORILY PERFORM MEDICAL DUTIES WHILE THE UNIT IS ENGAGED IN ACTUAL GROUND COMBAT, PROVIDED THEY ARE PERSONALLY PRESENT AND UNDER FIRE.  RETROACTIVE AWARDS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED.

(2) AWARDS WILL NOT BE MADE TO GENERAL OR FLAG OFFICERS.

5.  APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR THE CIB AND CMB ARE COMFLCC AND THOSE COMMANDS THAT HAVE BEEN DELEGATED WARTIME AWARD APPROVAL AUTHORITY BY COMFLCC.  REQUESTS THAT CONNOT BE DETERMINED BY COMFLCC OR BY ANY COMMAND DELEGATED APPROVAL AUTHORITY WILL BE FORWARDED TO HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA) FOR REVIEW.

6.  REQUEST THIS MESSAGE BE DISSEMINATED TO ALL CIB/CMB APPROVAL AUTHORITIES.

7.  POINTS OF CONTACT FOR THIS OFFICE ARE MRS. KING, SSG MIZNER, AND MRS. HARRIS AT DSN 221-9171 OR COMMERCIAL (703) 325-9171.

