DTG 051158Z JUN 03
FROM:  CDRPERSCOM ALEXANDRIA VA//TAPC-PDO-PA//
TO:  AIG 7406
INFO:  ARSTAF
UNCLAS
SUBJECT:  RESULT OF ARMY AWARDS REGULATION REVIEW
A.  MEMORANDUM, HQ, PERSCOM (TAPC-PDO-PA), DATED 19 MAR 03, SUBJECT AS ABOVE.
B.  AR 600-8-22, MILITARY AWARDS, DATED 25 FEB 95.
1.  AS PART OF THE ARMY REGULATION REVIEW, THE MAJOR ARMY COMMANDS (MACOM) WERE ASKED TO SUBMIT IDEAS, SUGGESTIONS, AND RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO THE REFERENCE B.  AS A RESULT OF THE REVIEW, THE MACOM RECOMMENDED EIGHT MAJOR CHANGES.  ON 5 MAY 03, THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY APPROVED 5 OF THE 8 CHANGES.
2.  THE FOLLOWING CHANGES WERE APPROVED:
     A.   BRIGADIER GENERAL COMMANDERS ARE DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO AWARD THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL TO U.S. ARMY PERSONNEL ASSIGNED OR ATTACHED TO DUTY TO THEIR COMMAND OR AGENCY.  [TABLE 3-2 WILL BE CHANGED.]
     B.  THE ARMY SUPERIOR UNIT AWARD MAY BE AWARDED TO UNITS THAT DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES WHILE CONDUCTING HUMANITARIAN MISSIONS FOR A MINIMUM OF 30 DAYS. [AWARD OF THE ASUA FOR HUMANITARIAN MISSIONS WAS APPROVED IN AUG 94; SEE MESSAGE REFERENCE INDEX #5 ON THE AWARD BRANCH HOMEPAGE AT HTTPS://WWW.PERSCOMONLINE.ARMY.MIL/TAGD/AWARDS/AWDMSG.HTM.  PARAGRAPH
7-16 WILL BE CHANGED.]  
    C.  THE SECRETARY OF ARMY’S SIGNATURE IS NO LONGER REQUIRED ON THE LEGION OF MERIT CERTIFICATE (DA FORM 4980-11).  [MESSAGE TRANSMITTED WITH INSTRUCTIONS.]
    D.  FOUR-STAR MAJOR ARMY COMMANDERS ARE DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO DISAPPROVE/DOWNGRADE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO GENERAL OFFICERS.  [PARAGRAPH 3-4, AR 600-8-22 WILL BE CHANGED.]
    E.  THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY APPROVED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF POLICY, CRITERIA, AND PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING WARTIME AWARDS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF “MILITARY OPERATIONS OTHER THAN WAR” (MOOTW).  CHAPTER 3, AR 600-8-22 THAT CURRENTLY PROVIDES CRITERIA FOR PROCESSING PEACETIME AND WARTIME AWARDS WILL BE CHANGED TO ADD CRITERIA FOR PROCESSING WARTIME AWARDS FOR MOOTW.  
3.  THE EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THESE CHANGES IS EFFECTIVE 5 MAY 03.  THIS MEMORANDUM WILL BE USED AS AUTHORITY FOR THESE CHANGES UNTIL AR 600-8-22 IS REVISED. 
4.  FOR AIG 7406, REQUEST THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE BE GIVEN THE WIDEST DISSEMINATION.
5.   POINTS OF CONTACT FOR THIS ACTION ARE MRS. KING OR SSG MIZNER AT DSN 221-9171, COMM (703) 325-9171.
